‘Camas milll survived It all — 


The story of papermak- 
ing at Camas stretches 
back 100 years — to May 
12, 1883. 

‘On that historic day, rep- 
resentatives from the La 
Camas Colony Co. in- 
pected the area and found 
it to be e natural place to 
build @ paper mill, Those 
early businessmen saw 
plenty of flat land on which 
to build; an abundant sup- 
ply of water with which to 
power the mill; and plenty 
of wood. 

By July 1, the company 
purchased 2,600 acres of 
land — an area embracing 
three lakes, a creek and a 
considerable amount of 
river frontage. 

Henry Pittock, owner and 
publisher of the Oregonian, 
served as president of the 
La Camas Colony Co., with 
DH. Stearns as manager. 

Seventeen years earlier, 
in 1866, Pittock and a few 
associates started the first 
successful paper mill in 
Oregon. It was located at 
Park Place on the Clacka- 
mas River, north of Oregon 
City. It advertised “manila, 
straw, white and carpet 
paper” and supplied both 
the Oregonian and the 
Oregon City Enterprise. 

The Clackamas mill pro- 
duced 1,500-Ibs. of paper a 
day and “'struggled to exist 
because of the insufficient 
and uncertain supply of 
rags and imperfect 


In 1925, No, 9 paper machine wi 


methods of using straw,” 
according to an historical 
article in the Dec. 7, 1934, 
Camas Post. 

The article said the 
“limited facilities of the 
mill were overtaxed and a 
new paper mill was 
planned." 

Almost immadiately after 
Pittock and his partners 
Purchased land in Camas, 
crews went to work 


Including & fre in 1886 and a boller explosion in 1890 (results teen in photo). This year, 


100-year-old mill has hu 


sawmill was brought to 
Camas by the steamship, 
Calliope, on Aug. 20, 1883, 

By Sept. 10, 1889, the 
original townsite was laid 
out. 

The next major mile- 
stone in the history of the 
mill is March 14, 1884. On 
that day, articles of incor 
poration for the Columi 
River Paper Co. were filed 
jin the county clerk's office. 


water rights, rights of way, 
etc” 

“The capital stock of the 
company Is $100,000," con- 
tinued the newspaper arti- 
cle. “The board of directors 
has elected the following 
officers: president, H.L. Pit- 
tock; vice president, J.K. 
Gill; treasurer, C.A) Ma- 
larky; secretary, Samual R. 
Irwin; and superintendent, 
William Lewthwaite.” 


‘The paper mill will contain the latest improved 
machinery ... Straw, rags and wool will be 
used in the manufacture of .. . coarse wrap- 
ping paper and the finest calendered...’ 


building dams to contro! 
the much-needed water. An 
account In the History of 
Clarke County, published 
in 1885, said that the se- 
quence of two dams built 
‘on the south side of the 
lakes cost $16,000. 

At about the same time, 
crews began clearing land 
for the milisite and in July, 
1883, construction was 
started on a sawmill to fur- 
nish lumber for the pro- 
posed paper mill. 

The Vancouver Indepen- 
dent, a weekly newspaper 
at the time, reported that 
machinery for the pioneer 


According to a Van- 
couver Independent news 
story, “The Incorporators 
are W. Lewthwaite, H.L. Pit 
tock and J.K. Gill and the 
object as set forth is ‘to 
engage in the manufacture, 
purchase and sale of all 
kinds of paper and material 
which may be used in the 
manufacture of paper; also 
to buy, sell, lease and ac- 
quire and transfer real, per- 
‘sonal or mixed property, as 
it may deem necessary, 
convenient or profitable; 
also to handle in any man- 
ner whatsoever bullding 
and real estate necessary, 


(1885) Lumbor from this dock was used to bulld the frat paper mil at La Camas, 


tun by Harold Blake, Bill Linden, Dyke Wenkt and Tony Kianther. 


‘The Vancouver Indepen- 
dent, published May 8, 
1884, sald “At the mouth of 
the Washougal River, 30 
miles from Portland by 
boat, is the village of La 
Camas, which is destined 
to become of great impor 
tance in time. 

“A plot was cleared and 
laid off in blocks, lots and 
streets. To induce settle- 
ment, the price of land is 
put down to the lowest 
figures, and many houses 
are in the course of con- 
struction. A complete saw- 
mill having a capacity of 
36,000 feet is in running 


tho mill celebrates 100 years . 


mble start 


order ... There is now a 
course of construction in 
the village an immense 
Paper mill by the company, 
under the superintendence 
of S.P. Millard, a competent 
architect. One building is 
40 by 132 feet, three stories 
in height. In the rear of this 
is another building 40 by 
132, two stories, and to one 
side a two-story bullding 56 
by 156. The foundations of 
those buildings will com- 
prise 1,215 feet of masonry. 
‘The paper mill will contain 
the latest improved ma- 
chinery and will be the 
largest west of the Rocky 
Mountains. It will in time 
tum out from the coarsest 
wrapping paper to the 
finest calendered. Straw, 
rags and wool will be used 
in the manufacture ... The 
mill will have to begin with 
900 horsepower capacity, 
and as business demands, 
it will be increased . 
When the paper mill is in 
running order, William 
Lewthwaite, an ‘old paper- 
maker and superintendent 
of the Clackamas mills, will 
have charge.” 

‘As soon as the buildings 
were complete, Superintan- 
dent Lewthwaite equipped 
the mill with 78-inch Four- 
drinier machine, and later, 
a 54-inch cylinder machina. 
(The latter was moved from 
the Clackamas mill, which 
closed about the same time 

Camas opened.) 

Another red letter day for 
Camas mill occurred some- 
time In April, 1885. At that 
time, the mill produced its 
first paper. 

The Paper trade Journal 
of May 9, 1885, reported: 
“The first wood pulp ever 
manufactured in the far 
Northwest was made two 


weeks ago at the new mills” 


of the Columbia River 
Paper Co. at La Camas, 
Washington Territory. Cot: 
ton wood was used and the 
pulp manulactured is said 
to be excellent." 
Mill burns 

After operating success: 
fully for 18 months, turning 
cut four tons a day with 
fags, straw and ground. 
wood, disaster struck. 

On Nov, 6, 1886, the mill 
went up in fiames. 


Here's 2 capsulization of 
some of the important (and 
not so Important) events in 
the 00-year history of 


it. 
oag3 The La Camas Col 
‘ony Co., under the leader 
snip of Henry Pittock, 
bought 2,600 acres of land 
and began construction of 2 
paper mill to supply news- 
print for the Oregonian and 
other newspapers in the 
n. 

rouge began clearing 
land, building dams and con: 
structing a sawmill. Thirty 
Chinese laborers began 
work on the mill ditch, an 
aquaduct which continues 
to supply Camas mill with 

er. 
Watns townsite of La Camas 
was laid out and platted. 

La Camas' first store, 
owned by Aeneas Mac- 
Master, opened for 


Henry Pittock, JK. 
Gill and William Lewthwaite 
formed the Columbia River 
Paper Co. and filed articles 
of incorporation in the coun 
ty clerk's office. 

The first post office was 
established in La Gamas. 

1885 — The paper mill pro- 
duced the first wood pulp 
manufactured in the north- 
‘west. It was reported to be of 
excellent quality. 

1686 — A fire the evening 
of Nov. 6 destroyed the mill. 
Damages ware estimated at 
$100,000. Cause of the blaze 
Is unknown. 

4888 — The mill was 
rebuilt to Include two paper 
machines, @ groundwood 
mill, a sulfite mill with two 
digesters, and a sulfur 
burner. The plant employed 
about 65 people. 

1889 — Washington 
became a state 

1894 — The post office of- 
ficlally changed the name of 
the colony to “Camas,” 
dropping the elegant-sound- 
ing “La” 

1904 — Number 4 paper 
machine started up, making 
newsprint. 

1905 — A consolidation of 
Crown Paper Co. resulted in 
the formation of the Crown- 
Columbia Paper Co. 

1908 — The bag factory 
was built and equipped with 
14 machines. 

1907 — New digesters 
Were added which Increased 
sulfite production from 10 to 
38 tons a day. The mill's 
steam plant was expanded. 
Number 5 papar machine 
started up. 

1909 — The current No. 2 
Paper machina started up. 

1910 — The Crown Colum. 
bia Paper Co. spent $65,000 
on new buildings to double 
the capacity of the mill. That 
year, the mill produced four 
million pounds of paper. 

1911 — The mill had seven 
Paper machines In opera- 
tion, employed 450 people 
and paid out $25,000 month- 
lyin wages. 

Citizens voted by amargin 
of 129 to 121 to keep pigs 
and cows from the streets, 

1913 — The mill changed 
to electric power and by 1917 
all but six of the mill's steam 
engines had been replaced 
with electric motors. 

Number 8 paper machine 
was Installed, and at the 
time, was the largest in the 
world, traveling 650 feet per 
minute and turning out a 
sheet 186 inches wide. 
Eighteen new bag machines 
were installed to tum out 
‘one-half million bags dally. 

Work was begun on a naw 
woodmill, 

1914 — A log haul was in- 


stalled with two drag saws 

‘and two vertical splitters. 
Prior to this change, logs 
were hauled from the river 
‘on a wood pole slip by a 
donkey engine. This early 
mill was equipped with two 
vertical steam splitters and 
with disc barkers. Some 
barking was also done with 
spud and axes. 

The high school was 
dedicated and a stage line 
was initiated between Wash- 
ougal, Camas and Van- 
couver. 

‘The Crown Columbia Co. 
merged with tho Willamette 
Paper Co. to form the Crown 
Willamette Paper Co. Louls 
Bloch served as vice presl- 
dent and general manager. 
Later, the company was 
rated as the second largest 
manufacturer of paper in the 
world, 


‘The mill flume, pictured around 1900. 


